Source of material l,3-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2-methyl-5-nitrobenzene, a nitrophenyl compound was isolated from the fermentation broth of the endophytic fungus (no. B60) from the mangrove tree Acanthus ilicifolius Linn, on the South China Sea coast. A strain of fungus (no. Β 60) was deposited in the School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, P. R. China. Culture conditions: GYT medium (glucose 10 g/1, peptone 2 g fi, yeast extract 1 g fi, NaCl 2.5 g ñ) and incubation with shaking at 298 Κ for 15 d. For the extraction and separation of the metabolite, the cultures (1001) of the title molecules were filtered through cheesecloth. The fíltrate was concentrated to 3 1 below 323 K, then extracted three times by shaking with an equal volume of ethyl acetate. The extract was evaporated under reduced pressure. The combined organic extracts were subjected to silica-gel column chromatography, eluting with petroleum ether/ethyl acetate, to yield the title compound. Colorless crystals were obtained through evaporation of a methanol solution.
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Discussion
Marine-derived fungi have proven to be a rich source of structurally unique and biologically active secondary metabolites [1, 2] . In the course of our search for new bioactive secondary metabolites from marine mangrove fungi from the South China Sea, we have isolated and identified a number of interesting and novel compounds [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] . In a continuous investigation on the chemistry and bioactive compounds from the marine endophytic fungi, the nitrophenyl compound, l,3-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2-methyl-5-nitrobenzene, was isolated from the endophytic fungus (no. B60) [8] . Although some nitro compounds were isolated from different organisms, aromatic nitro compounds are quite rare in nature [9] . Most of nitro compounds showed bioactivities, for example, Aureo thin found in the mycelia of several actinomycetes, which possessed antitumor, antifungal, and pesticidal activities [10] [11] [12] . Lajollamycin, the nitrotetraene spiro-ß-lactone-y-lactam antibiotic isolated from the marine actinomycete streptomyces nodosus [13] . Lobophorin B, the new anti-inflammatory macrolide produced from a marine bacterium etc [14] .The title compound was isolated from the mangrove endophytic fungus no. B60 collected from the South China Sea coast for the first time. It has previously been reported as a synthetic compound [15] . The asymmetric unit contains two molecules, and the lengths and angles are within normal ranges [15] , in which the C-O bond distances range from 1.407(2) to 1.413(2) Â, which have the features of typical C-O hydroxymethyl bonds. It is noteworthy that the two hydroxymethyl groups and one nitro group are almost coplanar with the torsional angels being 9.30°, 12.03° and 8.48°, respectively (figure, top). The molecules are linked into ID infinite chains along [101] via inteimolecular O-H O hydrogen bonds, in which these interactions seem to be effective in the stabilization of the structure (figure, bottom). It must be pointed out that these ID hydrogen bonding chains are further stabilized by van der Waals interactions. (7) -0.0352 (7) 0.0048 (6) 
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